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show some concern over the negro's plight, contented
themselves with two measures. One was the i^th Amend-
ment, forced through in 1870, declaring that no State may
deny the vote to any of its citizens "on account of racey
colour, or previous condition of servitude." As soon
as the whites returned to power in the South3 this amend-
ment was evaded, and neither it, nor that part of the 14th
Amendment which should result in a reduction of Southern
representation, has ever accomplished anything except to
increase American disrespect for law. The other measure
in favour of the Southern negro was the creation of the
Freedman's Bureau. This was set up by the Legislature
as a welfare league for the black man and an agency to
supervise contracts between negroes and former masters,
It opened a few schools for negroes, and began doing good
work. Then it, too, got into the hands of politicians and
thieves. It organized a Freedman's Savings Bank with
headquarters in Washington to teach the ex-slaves the
advantages of thrift. After collecting millions of small
savings, the bank failed. In the course of the next thirty
years, the black depositors were paid back a few cents on
the dollar,
After a few years of shocked hopelessness, the white man's
answer to the Carpet-Bag Governments was the KB Klux
Klan. This had started in Tennessee in 1865, as a secret
society for amusement, but it was soon turned into a terrorist
organization, to enable Southerners to run their country
according to their own ideas. Its victims were first given
ghostly warnings; if they disregarded these they were
beaten; if they still disobeyed they were murdered. By this
means the blacks were coerced into going back to work3 and
into remaining away from the polls. Carpet-baggers and
scalawags were driven out of the South, and the attempts
of the Federal Courts to bring members of the Invisible
- Empire to justice were met by refusals on the part of whole
communities to give evidence. By 1877, ^e Carpet-Bag
Governments were overthrown in all the Confederate
States except Louisiana and South Carolina, and in the
latter State two governments existed side by side: a Hack
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